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Invitation to civil society organization in The Netherlands

Geneva/The Hague, October 18" 2018

The United Nations Independent Expert on Human Rights and International Solidarity, Mr.
Obiora C. Okafor, along with Tiye International® and LBOCSAAN? cordially invites you to a civil society
consultation meeting that will take place in two cities:
In The Hague on Wednesday, November 7t".
In Amsterdam on Thursday, November 8.

Mr. Okafor will conduct his first official visit to the Netherlands and Curacao from 5 to 13
November 2018, upon the invitation of the Government. The Independent Expert will assess for five
days the efforts and challenges with regard to international solidarity and cooperation from a human
rights perspective. He will analyse the impact of Dutch international solidarity and assistance
cooperation (in sustainable development, humanitarian assistance, migration and climate change) on
the protection and promotion of human rights worldwide and in partner countries.

During this consultation, the Independent Expert is interested in getting views and information
from civil society members about the following issues:

- International solidarity and cooperation from a human rights perspective as the Netherland’s duty,
and how it is being utilized by the State, and can be utilized, to address many of the current
global challenges of, inter alia, climate change, cross-border migration, refugee issues, global
financial flows, global citizenship, peace and security, terrorism, etc.;

- The legal, institutional and policy frameworks supporting international development cooperation,
including the constitutional and legal protection of the right to development and measures
undertaken to increase transparency, accountability and public participation in the design of
laws and policies, as well as in the ratification of agreements related to international
development cooperation;

- the conceptualization and nature of the right to international solidarity with regard to the efforts
and actions of the Government in this sense;

- international solidarity with regards to economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political
rights in consideration of the extraterritorial human rights obligations of States;

- interrelation between Dutch non-states actors and their counterparts globally, and the role of the
former in promoting international solidarity;

- how the principle of solidarity is applied at the national level, in particular with regards to
redistribution of wealth through taxation and social and economic welfare programs, and what
other countries might learn from the Dutch situation;

- The Netherland’s efforts and actions in contributing to the revitalized global partnership for
sustainable development within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, especially Goal 17.

11In Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC of the United Nations
2 National Civil Society Forum POAD



) UNITED NATIONS
Q HUMAN RIGHTS
NV SPECIAL PROCEDURES

SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, INDEPENDENT EXPERTS & WORKING GROUPS

{

Information Regarding the Date, Time and Venue

The Hague

Date: Wednesday November 77 2018

Time: 15:30 -17:30; Walk in 14.45

Venue: Place, NOVOTEL the Hague, City Centre. Hofweg 5-7, 2511 AA the Hague.
https://www.hotels.nl/nl/den haag/novotel/

Amsterdam

Date: Thursday November 8" 2018

Time: 15:30-17:30; Walk in 14.45

Venue: HOLIDAY INN Amsterdam-Arena Towers. Hoogoorddreef 66 A, 1101 BE Amsterdam
http://holiday-inn-amsterdam-arena-towers.hotel-ds.com/nl/#map

Registration: Please fill-in the attached registration form and send by COB Monday 1
November to dr. Barryl A. Biekman biekmanb@xs4all.nl. Please include “UN Expert
consultation” in subject line. For further information +31(0)652582379

Documents to consult

The mandate of Independent Expert on Human Rights and International Solidarity
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Solidarity/Pages/IESolidaritylndex.aspx

Note by the UN Secretary General
https://app.box.com/s/cr9a8ekfhkq7cth33rOmw2ss0mi9f65x
Mr. Obiora C. Okafors Report: https://app.box.com/s/37wdgve7ks62e3xzfr45qvrrhf71pcf2

Find here the text of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/21252030%20Agenda%20for%?2

OSustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
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